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	How does the immediate placement of a removable prosthesis affect the healing of extraction sites?
	Report:

	Immediately after tooth extraction, the resulting sockets in the extraction sites undergo the healing process. First, hemostasis and coagulation form a stable clot to prevent blood loss and initiate the healing process. Inflammation occurs within the first few days of extraction to further facilitate healing. Finally, proliferation of new bone formation and tissue form the final stage of the healing process with tooth extraction.  
For patients seeking dentures, healing will typically take 4-6 weeks, after which a preliminary impression can be taken to begin the permenant denture construction process. This, however, is very time consuming. Many patients prefer not to spend this time edentulous, and instead will opt for immediate or transitional dentures. These are dentures that can be applied immediately following tooth extraction and can preserve the OVD and general esthetics of the patient pre-extraction. 
Placing dentures immediately after extraction can promote healing by providing a physical barrier over the sites of extraction. This protects the socket from opposing forces including those of food and the tongue, and can protect tissues within the sensitive extraction site. However, immediate or transitional dentures also run into the same issues as conventional dentures. Without proper oral hygiene and denture maintenance, denture stomatitis from fungal or bacterial infections are a potential risk factor. Furthermore, temporary dentures require relignment as the oral tissues change shape with decreased inflammation. Improperly fitted dentures can lead to irritation and ulceration of extraction-site tissues. 
Overall, if adequate care is taken with immediate dentures, they can have a minor therapeutic benefit to extraction site healing in addition to their psychological benefits to recently edentulous patients. 
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