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	Basic Science Question:

	What is Ante’s Law?
	Report:

	Ante’s Law was created in 1926 by Irwin Ante and was made to help determine the amount of support needed for a fixed dental prosthesis (FTP). Ante’s Law states that, “The combined root surface area of the abutment teeth should equal or be greater than that of the teeth being replaced by pontics.” (Ante, 1926). Abutment teeth are the teeth lateral and medial to the missing tooth/teeth, and they support the prosthesis. A pontic is an artificial tooth on a fixed dental prosthesis that replaces the missing tooth. Later, in 1963, Jepsen measured average root surface areas, which can be used to compare the root surface areas of pontics to abutment. During the presentation, I will explain what abutment teeth, pontics, and Ante’s Law are. Then I will show two different examples using Jepsen’s table to show one situation where Ante’s law is broken, and one where it is obeyed. 
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